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REMARKS j \ 

The Office action of October 17, j £003 has been received and 

; \ 

its contents carefully noted. Claimsf 1, and 4-17 are pending. 

! t 

Claims 4-5 have been amended in accordance with the objections 
stated in the Action. Claims 6-8 standj rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) as being unpatentable over DOMpfJ (U.S. Patent Publication 
No. US 2001/0055322 Al) . Also, Claiid |s-9 stand rejected under § 
102(e) as being unpatentable over Boonjfc.S. Patent Publication No. 



US 2002/0054640 Al) . Claims 1, 10, anjij 16-17 stand rejected under 



a 

35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boon in view of 
Sekiguchi et al. PSekiguchi") (U.S. P^ent No. 5,764, 658). Claims 
12-14 stand rejected under § 103(a) as 



itjeing unpatentable over Boon 
in view of Brusewitz. Claims 11 an<4 J15 stand rejected under § 

j u 

! 8 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Boorp ] in view of Brusewitz. 

Applicants respectfully traverse tlfese rejections, and request 



allowance thereof in the continuation 
the following reasons. 



fi 

prosecution application for 

! 

I 
i 



The Claims are Patentable Over the Ci^d References 



Claims 6-8 are not anticipated by DOMpw 

Claims 6-8 stand rejected under! § 102(e) in view of DOMON 



Applicants strongly contend that DOMONj 



§ 102(e) rejection since the current application has an effective 



filing date of October 23, 1997 (froiji 



10 



cannot be used for a proper 



the priority filing of the 
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parent PCT application) which is pricjij to the § 102(e) date of 
DOMON which is its U.S. filing date ofj jlanuary 28, 1998. 

in accordance with the request of! the Examiner from previous 
telephone correspondence, a substitute; fenglish translation of the 
current application has been submitteji along with this amendment 
where the original translation was perilously and properly filed 
upon entry of the parent PCT application into the U.S. national 
phase . 



Is 102(e) in view of Boon. 



Claims 6-9 are not anticipated by Boor^ 

Claims 6-9 stand rejected under; 
Applicants strongly contend that Boon iinnot be used for a proper § 
102(e) rejection since the current application has an effective 
filing date of October 23, 1997 (fronf 
parent PCT application) which is prior 



the priority filing of the 
io the § 102(e) date of Boon 



which is its parent U.S. filing date pfc July 7, 1998 



In accordance with the request o|f 
telephone correspondence, a substitutpj! 
current application has been submittal along with this amendment 
where the original translation was pj^viously and properly filed 
upon entry of the parent PCT application into the U.S. national 
phase. ; 



the Examiner from previous 
English translation of the 



Claims 1, 10, and 16-17 are not made pivious by Boon and Sekiguchi 



11 



PAGE 14/18 • RCVD AT 4/16/2004 2:49:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 ' DNIS:8729314 * CSID:7032058050 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-52 



APR-16-2004 FRI 02:58 PM BSKB 



FAX NO. 7032058050 



!oWo! 



P. 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



| Application No. 09/529,304 



Claims 1, 10, and 16-17 stand rej 
of Boon and Sekiguchi, Again, Appli 
Boon cannot be used for a proper § 10p 

i 

the current application has an effective 
1997 (from the priority filing of the 
is prior to the § 102(e) date of Boc^n 
filing date of July 7, 1998. 

In accordance with the request o^ 
telephone correspondence, a substitute 
current application has been submitted 
where the original translation was pr\ 
upon entry of the parent PCT applicalp 
phase. ! 



ed under § 103(a) in view 
q^nts strongly contend that 
(e) /103(a) rejection since 
filing date of October 23, 
pjajrent PCT application) which 
which is its parent U.S. 



rieftf 



the Examiner from previous 
English translation of the 
along with this amendment 
iously and properly filed 
on into the U.S. national 



Claims 12-14 are not made obvious by 4<f on and Bxusewitz 

i 

Claims 12-14 stand rejected under \i> 103(a) in view of Boon and 
Brusewitz. Again, Applicants strongly jsontend that Boon cannot be 
used for a proper § 102 (e) /103 (a) rejection since the current 

i 

application has an effective filing dajtje of October 23, 1997 (from 
the priority filing of the parent PCT! application) which is prior 
to the § 102(e) date of Boon which islets U.S. parent filing date 

i 

of July 7, 1998. j 

j 

In accordance with the request of 

I 

telephone correspondence, a substitute 
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along with this amendment 
previously and properly filed 
on into the U.S. national 



under 



roncily 



ae 



date 



Claims 11 and IS are not made obvious 

Claims 11 and 15 stand rejected 
and Sekiguchi- Again, Applicants st 
be used for a proper § 102 (e) /103 (a) 
application has an effective filing 
the priority filing of the parent PCT. 
to the § 102(e) date of Boon which is! 
of July 7, 1998. 

In accordance with the request of 
telephone correspondence, a substitute 
current application has been submit tec 
where the original translation was pr«? 
upon entry of the parent PCT applicat 
phase. 



Conclusion 



In view of the amendments and re; 
respectfully submitted that all of; 
allowable and a Notice of Allowance ;i 
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iSy Boon and Sekiguchi 

§ 102(e) in view of Boon 
contend that Boon cannot 
jection ' since the current 
of October 23, 1997 (from 
pplication) which is prior 
ts parent U.S. filing date 

the Examiner from previous 
English translation of the 
along with this amendment 
viously and properly filed 
ion into the U.S- national 



mja 



rks submitted above, it is 
the remaining claims are 
s earnestly solicited. If 
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necessary, the Commissioner is hereby -authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies to chapge payment or credit any 
overpayments to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1.17* particularly, extension of 
time fees. The Examiner is invited to ; contact the undersigned at 
(703) 205-8000 to discuss the application. 

Respectfully . submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART , KOLASCH, & BIRCH, LLP 

Michael' IK. Mutter, Reg. #29, 680 
1163-0270P P.O. Sok\ 747 

MKM/CAG : tm Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

Phone: <703> 205-8000 

Attachment: English Translation of Specification (re-submitting) 
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